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ROBERT DUNKEL INN
Half Way Between Milwaukee and Waukesha
Waukesha County
Wisconsin

Owner: Robert Behling.

Date of Zrectlon: Early 1840's.

Architect and Bullder: No record.

Present fondition: Good.

Number of Stories: Three.
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Materiels of Construction: Wood.

Qther Ixisting Records: Yee text,
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ROBERT DUNKEL INN

(rn the main highway { the Bluemound Road)fleading:'
out of kilwvaulkee to ﬁue west sbtands the Robert Dunkel Inn,
in the days of the early stage coach lines its gituation wé3 
about half way between thw City of Hilwankec and what wag fhen

Prairieviile. This latter city iz known today as Vaukesha.

e Inn is still
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tanding on i1ts original site and has been
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converted into a_dwelliﬁg. fhere it is today in all ita
beauty and charm, a relic of the bygone days of vehicular
traveljywhen the iron horse had not'generally put in iﬁs”_
appearance. Its colonial linss and dimensions identify it fo
even the casual observer. |

As the:“half way house® betqcen m¢lhuux@e und.
Prairievilile (a dafé trip apart in davs.rone oy) it was ﬁhe
UOpular “EOﬁpjnﬁ nlace for trave17ers between these two 01ties.
Though_no records exlst;toaay)many stories aoout the | (
- popularity of this Inn are related by old settlers_sﬁiil
residing in the vicinity. _Eere étopged.ﬁany:a 1aﬁj3ak¢r,6n. 
‘his way to and from the seat Of:ﬁhe atate govérnMﬂnt-qt
.wadlson.'-éafi Schurz, ﬁh@:eminent shetesman, who after he
left this sﬁate became a meﬁberfof President ﬂaves‘_ ablnet.

cig sa*d to nave stoppea here requently'on ﬁis way to qnd

lrom uatertown where he made nls Flrau Aore 1 ho count”v of
‘*his adoption._;
?he Iﬂn is a bhf@ 3ﬁory structure, The arrangement

réﬁains *ntact todaV» The first floor conta:ns an'éméiefwi
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a ‘tap room; a second nublic room, an oversize dining room
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and a kitchen. The second floor contains a myriad of gmal]er.
rooms ﬁsed as sleeping compartments. But nary not & bath or
wagh room. And the top floor is taken up with a spacilous
ballroom.

:The consﬁruction of the building is typical of the
day when it wes erected. In each corner may be seen posts
‘projecting into the rooms. These tell the story of the sturdy
uprights Wﬂich were first placed in the construction. All o&f
he girdsfs in the Basement for the'support of the main portion

of the atructure are = black walnut. They show plainly that

. _. t.hey were squared with an adzé. The joists are ﬁ‘“ oak. Hany
o et ﬁ%@ roomg contain the original floors whlch 2lso show the
marks of the adze.. with but two small chirneys, heating all
of the rooms, especianlly thoss on the second and third floors
mist have presented some problem.,
The détails at the doorway and of the interiqr in
general all bespeak of much.ﬁefinemént and restraint. The
mﬁntins at the windows are so tiny that it is;a_wonder how

they ever withstood the wravages of the elements, The houldings

are free-flowing and most interesting and are all hand-cub..
The entire house hasg all the eandmarks'of the better Colonial

"

“work found in the seaboard towns. Thisg loadg one to helieve

“that it'isfthe-work of a exr aituman w%o wag uralned in tne'

eautern statas and tnon 1mm1grated west to zhe new northwegt

-;wgerﬁ_ag_pursued ﬂlS-QP&lt’ ag he aLd in hls or g al ﬂome stata



The dete of the building is approximated as R

the early 18401s.




